Nonclinical Pseudomonas aeruginosa mastitis in a dairy herd.
Atypical Pseudomonas aeruginosa mastitis in a dairy herd was characterized by nonclinical mastitis that responded to antibiotic treatment, but only for the cows to become reinfected because of a persisting source of contamination in the milking parlor wash water. At least 36% of the cows were infected during a 37-month period. The source of infection was contaminated water, wash hoses, and spray nozzles in the parlor. After the source of infection was removed and long-term control measures were instituted, the nonclinical infections became less severe and shorter in duration and they occurred for a lesser percentage of the lactation period.